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Quality Counts! Quality Level Indicators

High Quality Plus

High Quality
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Quality Counts! Quality Continuum
Framework & Tiers

QUALITY COUNTS!
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Marcsd Casnty Ofics of Education

Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC)

In December 2011, the Merced County Office of Education - Early Education Department was awarded a
$915,000.00 Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant. Merced County is one of sixteen
counties participating in California’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant project.

In December 2013, additional RTT-ELC funds were made available for counties willing to expand their
areas of impact through cross-county mentoring. Merced County was awarded an additional $297,060.00
o expand efforts in Mariposa and Madera Counties.

What is the goal of RTT-ELC?

“Ensure that children in California have access to high quality programs so that they thrive in their early
learning settings and succeed in kindergarten and beyond

To accomplish this goal, the participating counties are required to implement a local Tiered Quality Rating
Improvement Systemn (TQRIS) that meets the essential needs of our early learners focusing on three areas:

» Child development and readiness for school
Teachers and how they interact and teach young children
Program and classroom environment

v

v

Our regional TQRIS is branded as “Quality Counts!”
Why is RTT-ELC important?

Ahigh quality early learning experience profoundly shapes a child's ability to succeed in school and in life.
Merced, Mariposa, and Madera counties are committed to ensuring that our Central Valley children
have access to high quality early leaming education.

",

Jty Rating Improvement System (TQRIS)?

fnprovement System is used to assess, improve
jeels of quality in an early learning programs
ablish continuous levels of growth according
[uality standards include:

nd regulated by the State

have spedialized early education degrees and
= in ongoaing professional development

to child ratios (appropriate group sizes)
pentally appropriate curriculum, informed by
reliable screening and observation tools

WAL

Programs.

Who is participating in Quality Counts!
Merced County: Atwater Elementary School District, Delhi Unified School District, Dos Palos Oro
Loma Joint Unified School District, Livingston Union School District, Los Banos Unified School
District, Merced City School District, Merced College Child Development Center, Merced County
Community Action Agency, Merced County Office of Education Early Head Start/Head Start,
Stanislaus County Office of Education/Central California Child Development Services, Inc., Winton
School District, and at minimum, Twenty (20) Family Child Care Providers
Mariposa County: Community Action Partnership of Madera

County Regional Head Start, Mariposa County First 5 Preschool

Madera County: Madera County Office of Education, Community
Action Partnership of Madera County Regional Head Start , Madera
Unified School District, Six {6) Family Child Care Providers

The higher the quality standards, the higher the rating for the
program! Quality Counts! will use a five-tier system ta
communicate levels of quality to the community. Each tier is labeled
with a quality descriptor (Emerging Quality, Quality, High Quality, and
High Quality Plus) and an associated color code:  Bronze, Silver, and
Gold. Programs rated as Silver {Quality) or Gold (High Quality and
High Quality Plus) are considered high quality programs.

'ATQRIS supports early learning educators/providers with increased training and support and provides
parents/families with information on the type of learning and care their young children receive.
Equally important, a TQRIS is used to inform policymakers and the general public about the
effectiveness of early education. Nearly every state in the United States is engaged in some form of a
quality rating and improvement system for early education programs.
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What is a Tiered Quality Rating Improvement System

(TQRIS)?

A high quality early learning experience profoundly shapes a child’s ability to
succeed in school and in life. Merced, Mariposa, and Madera counties are
‘committed to ensuring that our Central Valley children have access to high

quality early learning education.

ATiered Quality Rating Improvement System (TQRIS) is used to assess,
improve and communicate the levels of quality in an early learing programs
based upon tiers that establish continuous levels of growth according to

standards of quality. Quality standards include:
7 Licensed and regulated by the State

Staff who have specialized early education degrees and participate in

ongoing p i (Local
see backside for more information)

7 Low adult to child ratios (appropriate group sizes)
7 Developmentally appropriate curriculum, informed by valid and reliable

screening and observation tools

The higher the quality standards, the higher the rating for the program!

ATQRIS supports early learning educators/providers with increased training
and support and provides parents/families with information on the type of

learning and care their young children receive.

Equally important, a TQRIS is used to inform policymakers and the general
public about the effectiveness of early education. Nearly every state in the
United States is engaged in some form of a quality rating and improvement

system for early education programs.
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‘Merced Caunty Office of Education
Dr. Steven E. Gomes, Merced County Superintendent of Schacls
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TQRIS TEACHER & DIRECTOR
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
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guidelines and regulations.

+ To increase the educational
attainment of early childhood
education professionals.

* To provide educational and
professional growth advising

to individuals in the

workforce.

* To promote retention and
stability in the field of early
care and education.

* To encourage the recruitment

and retention of highly

qualified early care and
education providers with
multi-lingual skills to address

the linguistic needs of young

children and their families.
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g for Child Development Permits.

hning in Child Development.

"raining in ECE related topics such as the

Devel

Infant/Toddler Care, Curriculum

and Classroom A Scoring System (CLASS).

+ Stipend Incentives are monetary incentives awarded to participants
working in the early care and education (ECE) field who meet
annual program requirements.

Stipend Incentives
$600-$2,600

Stipend Eligibility Criteria Minimum Reguirements
+ Earn less than $60,000 annually.

+ Work in a licensed or licensed-exempt child family care setting or a center-based child care
program in Merced County for a minimum of 15 hour per week.

+ Employed for a minimum of 9 months continuously with the same agency or employed
seasonally in a migrant child care program.

+ Meet with the advisor to

plete a pr

* To improve the quality of early

hildhood f h
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Alignment of Support and Services to
Early Educators and Families

Provider Support

Services/Training

Institutes of
Higher
Education

Providers

Professional

Associations

QualityStart
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Media/
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K-12
Articulation

Parent/Family **
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Why is high quality early education so important?
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Community/Educator/Parent
Information
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O ks, cmr
Daar Providar,

As an early chiknood educaky, you pay a il roe nal arfy In e Bvas of e chilr
Your cara, but Intha Orange Coumy 35 3 whala. Parants wnusl you 1o cars
nurtura, and ta3ch thalr childran Inthalr first yaars. Regearch has provan hal hasa ¢
Ya3rs ara oitical 10 A child's AW SUCCSSS and wa-baing. CuaNtyStan OC racogniz
2 importam roi2 you play INTha COMMANTY, and was Ssamenad 10 racogrize and
supporl e quality Of your programs and 10 connact parants 10 your 5aniicas.

Apang With Thiss Batiar, wou willl ind your new Quality Stars providar foolidl 1o halp supy
your program! This foolidi contains he information and resowrces you nead io prama
Wour program’s paricipaon in he uality Stars QRIS and o share he impartanca <
quality eary childnood sducaion Wilh panamis and your COmeTaunity.

Balow, wa nave Bsied all of the dlamams of your providar foolidt, Jlong Wwith some Bk
an haw 12 usa 2ach Ramc

= A cartificate and decal ™al you can hang an e wall in your oty and sB83
me from window o door % b avaryana inow Tal you ar2 3 parkoipant of Qo

Stars.

» A parent letter i=ting am know your program ks paricipsing In Cuaity S
and ks dedicaiad %o provking high quality ey education.

= A fact shest 10 accompany T2 parem letiarn, lefing parems and guardians ko
what Quality Stars ks, e banaiis of having hair Child In 3 quality aary educ3
program, and wnal Rmay mean for ham.

= A preps announcament a3t you can sand 1o your kool NewspapE, o NGl
Dulsns of 1053 CONQreqalans OF YOUF OWN GOMMTARICIBONG. YOUr parbcipal
In Quaity Stars ks somaning 1o b2 proud of, and Tis press announcamani wi
haip you spraad ha word 300Ul YOUr COMMAman 1 quaity.

Showd you evar run Gl of any of Mese resources, you can nd Mam an he Cuaitys
OC wabsha, 31 waww. Quality5lanDCoang, under the "Bducaiors & Providars™ 13b.

Cuaitystat OO wams 10 suppan your SUCCRss 35 a0 aarly care and aducaian
professional. We know R will maice 3 differance for you and for our childran. Should 3
nave 3y questions aboul QualySlan OO or Qually Stars, gasss comach

Diane Enna

Coordnziy, CualitySta OC

Qranga County Depariman of Sducalian
7149554173
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**GUALITY

Quality Stars—Choosing a high
quality program means a strong
start for your child

Sdiole

Congratulations! Your child’s early learning program is participating in Quality Stars. This
means that your child’s teacher is committed to giving your child high quality early education.

Why Quality Matters

Achild’s brain develops more in the finst five yeans than st any other time of lifie. That's why it's important that your child
gets the best education poasible during these years. Choosing & high guality program makes & difference.

Quality programs offer:

W A safe srvironment crested to help children beam
*  Tesching through fun activities that help your child

Children who receive high quality early education are:

*  Better prepared for kindergarten
*  More likely to be proficient in reading and math by

dewvelop the third grade
*  Teachers who have more education and training *  More likely to graduste from high school end sttend
* A focus on making sure your child is ready for school college

About Quality Stars

Quality Starsis a quality rating and improvement system (JRIS), an sasy-to-follow S-star system that rates the quality of
wour child’s program. Quality Stars is one of many programs thet are part of QualityStart OC, an initistive thet supports
quality sarly kearning in Orange County.

By participating in Quality Stens, your child’s program and teachens are showing that they are committed to providing
the kst learning experiences possible for your child. In fsct, by participating in Quality Stans, they sre demonstrating &
commitment to & lewel of quality above and beyond what the stete of California requires for sarly childhood education
licensing.

Meny early education programs alresdy participate in Quality Stars, and it's continuing to grow. By December 2015, over
300 preschools, child care, and family child care sites in Orange County will be part of Quality Stars. They are joining
hundreds of sarly educstion sites scross California that participste in similar quality rating and improvement systems.

High quality teachens and programs are always trying to improwve. For that resson, your child’s teacher may be petting
=xtra training and you may see other paople inyour child’s classroom who are working to support 8 high quality l=arning
environment.

Get Involved!

A high quality program encoursges parents to take an active robe in their child's leaming. Ask your child's teacher how
ywou can support your child’s learning at home and in the cdlassroom.

Share the story of guality! Tell your friends and family about the importence of high guality care and educetion. More
information abouwt Quality Stars and QualityStart OC can be fownd by visiting QualityStartDC org.

b
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PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

PROGRAM NAME Ik proud 10 announce Thal we are Jpariner In CualityStan OC, a3
SNty infiEive lad By e Orange County Depariment of Sducaion.  QusiityStan
OF ks focused on ralsing the quallily of aarly childhood educalion programs acrass The
couly by defining quality standards, providing Taining for sducalars, raising awananass
of e impartance of quality, and comnecing paranis K0 qualily programs.

Trrough CualityStan OO, PROGRAM MAME ks parlcinaiing In Quality Stars, 3 qualty
raling and Impravamean a}ﬁHn{ﬂRlEle&da&lgmdhammmFmﬂeqm
aarty laaming Trough 3ssessman and profssslonal devalopmant PROGRAM MAMES
paricipation I Quality Stars ks part of owr angaing afforks 1o offar e bast aarly keaming
1 3l childran In aur program.

Custy a3y laamming ks an essamial pant of childrams dewdlopmant tom ages 0-5—mhe
yaars whan fhe brain dewdlaps meare Than al any olhar Bme of Be. Sy parinaring with
CualtyStant O, PROGRAM MAME ks raparng our childran 1 sucoaad In kindangarian
and beyand.  Ta keam mare, visi (ualtySEanoCang, o o3l PROGRAM PHONE
NUMBER.

How to Use This Press Announcament:

four pariapatian In Guality Stars ks sameting fo be proud of Sprasd e ward about
YOUr COMImiimean 13 quality by parsanaiizing s press announcamean far your program
and sharing R with your community. ¥ou can ooy and pasie R ima an amall, o piacs i
an your program’s keflerhead and pried H oul fo share 1L

Wi you us2 Tiks pross SMOWNCEMEN, W TS0 INCGuding boln T QualtyStan
OC 1030 and your [Fogram's loga. You can doaviasd T8 QualtyStan OC loga 3t
www CHEIySEnoC ang i diracly 10 (302 Wit 1gas).

Hara ara 3 faw kiaas fr sharing This imfonmatan:

1. Community papare. Reach oul 10 local newspapsrs and newslstlars, Snars me
press announcamant and ask Hhay'ra Imarasiad Indaing 3 story an QuaityEtan
OC and your parficigaion In Cuality Stars. Offr 0 provida Tham with information
N YOUr program’s expariance 3s 3 paricipam and 1o connec ham with
CuaityStarl O st io kan mara. Pius, Mast communily papans have space R
paid comant Conskdar running an ad Intha papar Mal shares e abiva
ITFmaIian on your Cusity Stars parkoipaion.




Educator/Parent Kits
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Our kids, cur commuumity, our future This kit includes an all natural tote bag containing: a
QualityStartOC folder, fact sheet, press release, decal,

; certificate, rotating message pen, star stress ball, post-it

notes, and a star highlighter pen.
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Our kids, our community, our future

Communication to Educators, Parents and the Community:

o

s Website

s QualityStart OC Launch

Participating Providers

Professional Development Workshops
_eadership Academy

District School Readiness Coordinators
»  QualityStart OC ECE Conferences

s  Community Partners
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Brand Identity

BRAND PLATFORM IS

The foundation for
[FCOE/QRIS]
communications

A

[FCOE/QRIS]

FCOE/QRIS
BRAND PLATFORM

Public interface of the brand
(logo/website/building/people)

Brand platform helps define the
internal activities that form the
foundation of your brand (e.g.,
vision, strategy, culture,
personality, application, etc.)
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Certificates and Badges
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Bright futures begin today
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Bright futures begin today
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This certificate is awarded to: Proudly Showing Our Stars

* %k K K %

www.earlystars.org

Fresno county FIRST 5
l office of education
i Jine A. Yoviun, Superintendent FRESNO COUNTY

v w firstafresna arg

Mariposa Migrant Meadows

For your dedication to providing quality early learning

Jim A. Yovino
Fresno County Superintendent of Schools

FIHST5 fresno county
office of education
by i Jim A. Yovino, Superintendent

This site is participating in
Early Stars

A Quality Rating and Improvemen
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Choosing a high quality Early Stars program means a brighter future for your child.

Early Stars

Congratulations on choosing an Early Stars program
for your child! This means that a teacher, who pays
attention to the quality level of the program offered,
is caring for your child.

The Early Stars Quality Rating and Improvement
System (Q.R.LS) is an easy-to-follow S-star system
that rates the quality of your child’s program. The
more stars, the higher the quality.

+ Teachers who have more education

and training

+ Teaching through fun activities that
help your child deveiop and learn

High quality teachers are always trying to improve.
For that reason, your child’s teacher may be getting
extra training; therefore, you may see other people in
your child’s classroom to support quality.

A\
ERESNO COUNTy

garly Stars

High-Quality Early Learning

Improves Student Outcomes

Early Learning Evens the Playing Field

Research shows that high-guality early learning i chool
achievement tests. Mammmmmnwwwmmbm-mMWMn have the most.
to gain because they start off school behind their more advantaged peers.

Quality Matters

Inyour child's first 5 years, the brain will develop
more than at any other time of his life. That's why it's « Increased high school graduation rates;
important your child gets the best education possible « Reduced crime rates over time;

during these years. -

The long-term benefits of high-quality early learning, such as preschool, are significant, including:

= Reduced special education costs;

levels;
= Decreased puhllchealhcare,weaforeandehmaxewenses,snd
» Reduced grade retention.

Children in quality early learning
programs:

« Will be better readers

« Will get better grades il

+ Are more likely to gradt
high school and go to ¢

The Need: High-Quality Early Learning in Fresno County

As educational leaders, you know that Fresno Oounty has the highest pove(ty rate across all of Calrlnmta and
povertyisa predictor for to Fresno’s 2013

Student Entrance Profile (KSEP), only 37% of our students are ready for kindergarten when they walk through the

'school doors. Many of these students continue to struggle - only 46% of students are reading proficiently by the e

of the 3rd grade, and over 15% of students drop out of high school.

.
Fami l.y Involv Although KSEP also showed that children who went to preschool were twice as likely to be ready for kindergarten,
only 38% of children in Fresno attend preschool. We must change that statistic and provide opportunities for all o

Fresno’s children to succeed in school and beyond.

A high quality program encourages
an active role in their child's learning
teacher how you can support your c|
home and in the classroom.

Economists have found that high-quality early learning offers
one of the highest returns of any public investment — more than
$7 for every dollar spent.

Tell your friends and family about the importance of high quality care and education.
the Early Stars website (www.earlystars.org) to locate an Early Stars program, or call

Services Network Find Care Department at (559) 456-8195. Tell them to ask for an
program so they can find the best care for their child!

Parents

fresno county 1111 Van Ness Avenue, 6™ Floor Towers, Fresno, CA 9372
OfFice of education (559) 443-4832 | eariystarsorg | estrellasjovenesc
Join Early Stars to connect with new families and Increase your program quality. s Toks Hevinider

- f -
Bright futures begin today
-
e e o Educational
What |S |t? J\::wlantntwnuiammn..,wm " ul;mnm y : mﬁuﬂ:ﬂm
connecting parents with your services.
bbb Leaders
Early eary { Al , : d preschoo
It provides: children from birth to age five in resno County are elgible o particpate free of
« A published fsting in the Early Stars online directry visited by charge. The process s easy:
e L Ery Starswilvery rayour program s
s i S 2. Youwill by 0 Eary Stars o
. ! . training for quality 9
. quality Stars name. 3 mh'
5 s 4. Your program wil begin working towards your desired Early Stars rating.
To participate, contact the Wh Early Stars st wi fadiity, where the
Fresno County Office of . mu'mﬂwm-ﬂmmm
Education today. mmw‘mnm}m“w”hm
(559) 443-4832 | info@earlystars.org Your quality rating!

1111 Van Ness Avenue, 6™ Floor Towers, Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 443-4832 | earlystars.org | estrellasjovenes.org

RESNO Coun
(D g]:pce of ebuctgﬁon

Jim A. Yavino, Superintendent

Providers

e —
gRESNO COUN'ry

garly Stars

High-Quality Early Learning
Evens the Playing Field

Building a Strong Future

As policymakers, youundmmmn’:.mmulmmmmmmmmMmumm
and their lives. Today's young children will become the leaders, and

‘tomorrow. That's why we must make early learning a priority - investing in high-quality early learning is investing in
our nation’s future.

Although all children benefit from high-quality early learning, disadvantaged children have the most to gain because
the/ slartoﬂsd\ool behind their more advantaged peers. H!gh-qmmy early learning, such as preschool, improves
and raises tests in the early grades.

Other long-term benefits of high-quality early learning are significant, including:

+ Reduced crime rates over time;
. i d tax contri levels; N - .
« D ic health care, child Economists have found that high-quality

= Reduced special education costs;
= Increased high school graduation rates.

early leaming offérs one of the highest

returns of any public investment - more
than $7 for every dollar spent.

The Need for High Quality Early Learning

in Fresno County & The Central Valley

Fresno County has the highest poverty rate across all of California and childhood poverty is a consistent predictor
for school success. According to Fresno County’s 2013 Kindergarten Student Entrance Profile (KSEP), only 37% of
students are ready for kindergarten when they walk through the school doors. Many of these students continue to
struggle - only 46% of students are reading proficiently by the end of the 3rd grade, and over 15% of students drop
out of high school.

The good news is that the Fresno County Office of Education is changing these statistics. Through the improvement
and accessibility of high-quality early learning programs, the children of Fresno County are being set on trajectories
for success in school and beyond.

fresno county 1111 Van Ness Avenue, 8™ Floor Towers, Fresno, CA 93721
Office of education (559)443-4832 | earlystars.org | estrellasjovenes.org

i A, Yovino, Superintendent

Policymakers



Website
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HOME ABOUT F'REsno couN.';Y CONTACT FIND CARE

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" early Stars

Bright futures begin today

v E; 'ﬁ

A,
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EDUCATORS . PARENTS

Early Stars offers licensed early childhood Early Stars is a free service for parents of young
educators a clear path toward higher gquality. children in Fresno County. It helps parents choose
Providers receive trainings and other ongoing care for their children based on quality, using a
support when they join the program. Children in star rating that is easy to understand. This
high quality care do better in school and in life. includes all kinds of care, such as preschool, family
Join Early Stars today and get your stars! childcare and center-based care.

Early Stars works to create a bright future for all children in Fresno County
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Parents Main

Find Quality Care
Quality Matters
Choosing The Right Care
Need Help?

Have Questions?

We inspire

innovations

B s FatEIvE It can take a lot of time and effort to find quality care. Early Stars is here to help.

high quality early

education do betterin

Search for Care

reading and math and

o likely t
are more likely to The Early Stars database

graduate high school.
Early Stars is your resource for early care and education quality ratings in Fresno County.



Searchable Directory

4 Printer Friendly
Fami i i
Provider Name: Mariposa Meadows
Migrant

City, Zip: Fresno, 93706-3932

Cross Streets: Atchison & California

Phone Number: (559) 233-1380

License Number(s): 103801594

Provider Name: CSUF - Joyce Huggins
Early Education

City, Zip: Fresno, 93740-0001

Cross Streets: Mapie & Shaw/Cedar

Phone Number: (559) 278-0225

License Number(s): 103801356
103801358
103801357

Mor f i rovider
Hours of Care: 8:00 AMto 4:30 PM
Type of Care: cCC

Early Star Rating: R
License Capacity: 14

View More Information on this Provider >>

Hours of Care:
Type of Care:
Early Star Rating:
License Capacity:

7:30 AM to 6:00 PM

CCC
5
28
72
24
*
> 4
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